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Abstrakt

Szakszonova, Livia: Porovnanie hlavnych Zenskyclniek v dielach Thomasa Hardyho
Tess of the D’'Urbevilles a Johna Fowlesa The Frdriehtenants’ Woman. [Bakalarska
praca]. Univerzita KonsStantina Filozofa v Nitrelogbficka fakulta;, Katedra anglistiky

a amerikanistiky. Odbor Studiacitel'stvo akademickych predmetov: Anglicky jazyk a
literatdra. Skolité: PhDr. Maria KisSova, PhD.

Zenské literarne hrdinky vzdy prinaSaju pati do Zivota Zien danej doby. V tejto
bakalarskej praci sme porovnavali dve Zenské hydidtoré Zili vo Viktorianskom
Anglicku a ktorych Zivotny pribeh je postihnuty mdihymi problémami spojenymi
s moralkou, socialnou nespravodlivoa a rodovou nerovnésu. Jedna postava je opisana
spisovatéom, ktory v danej dobe Zzil, Thomasom Hardym a drjgh@pisana siasnym
spisovatéom Johnom Fowlesom. Obaja autori vyKigd Zenu 19. stokia, ale kazdy
z inej perspektivy. Cimm tejto prace je odhélipodobnosti a odliSnosti tychto dvoch
hrdiniek. TaktieZz chceme zistéi su tieto odliSnosti dosledkom toho, Zze sU opiséva
spisovatémi zijucimi v dvoch réznych stottach. Hlavn&ags’ bakalarskej prace podrobne
analyzuje obe postavy. Tato analyza viedla k zistennohych podobnosti: obe Zeny
pochadzaju z chudobného socialneho prostrediasélmvinené z pegnu voti moralke,
désledkom¢oho je vyli&enie z plnohodnotného sponského uplatnenia a vedie k
neschopnosti naplisvoju tuzbu po tastnom manzelstve. Hlavnou odlistims oboch
postav je, Ze jedna je tragickou 6be a nedokaze prekahavoje problémy, zatfaco

druh& najde svoje miesto v spahosti.

Kruacové slova:zenska hrdinka, Viktorianska érapralka, komparacia



Abstract

Szakszonova, Livia: Comparison of the Main Fematar@cters of Works of Thomas
Hardy Tess of the D’Urbevillesand John Fowleshe French Lieutenants’ Woman
[Bachelor Thesis]. University of Konstantin Philpber in Nitra. Faculty of Arts;
Department of English and American Studies. Mafemglish language and Literature.

Consultant: PhDr. Maria KisSova, PhD.

Female characters in literature always bring vidwomen'’s lives in certain age. In this
bachelor thesis we compare two female characteoslw in Victorian England and both
suffer the same problems connected with moralsakogustice and gender inequality.
One of the characters is described by an authorlived in that era, Thomas Hardy, the
other is described by a contemporary writer, Jobwl€s. They both depict a woman of
19th century however from a different perspectilee main objective of this work is to
compare the two women in order to find out similas and differences between them. We
also search whether the differences point out tthetwriters lived in different centuries.
The main part of the bachelor work compares the ¢haracters in detail. The analyses
show that there are great similarities betweenvibenen, for example their low social
background, the same experience of pre-marital addxehaviour and as a consequence
they become outcasts unable to take part in prepeal life and fulfil their dreams of a
happy marriage. The main difference between the @voia their ability or inability to

solve the problems. One ends up tragically whigedther finds her way of a happy life.

Key words: female characters, Victorian Age, morals, compariso
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1. INTRODUCTION

Female characters in literature always bring viéwomen'’s lives in a certain age. Set in
any age of history from the ancient times to thespnt female characters are connected
with the same themes — love, marriage, motherhgadtion to men, status and roles of
women in the society. In my bachelor thesis | compavo female protagonists Tess
Durbeyfield the character of Thomas Hardy's noVets of the D’Urbervillesind Sarah
Woodruff of John FowlesThe French Lieutenants’ WomaBoth novels describe a
Victorian woman. Hardy in his novel depicts a wonaduhis era however a contemporary

writer John Fowles portraits a woman who lived adred years before him.

The aim of this thesis is to compare the two wonmearder to find out how much they
resemble. We analyze their portrayal to identifyikrities and differences between the
two characters. We also examine whether the diffsse are consequences of being
created by writers living in different times. To athextent the story setting in the™9
century influences perception of the text while @eritten by an author living in the 19
century and the other who writes story of thé" X®ntury woman but sees it from a
perspective of 20 In order to compare the two characters we worth viéxts and

quotations and analyze the two literary warkssely

| chose the topic of this thesis simply by comiegoas a piece of internet information that
Fowles was inspired by Hardy’'s Tess to create Sdrais information made me curious to
find out more. There are certain links betweentii@ novels, similarities in plots, novel

structures, themes, and most of all similaritiepmeen the two characters of female

protagonist.

The first part of this work is devoted to biogragghof the two important English novelists
Thomas Hardy and John Fowles. It gives an overattheir lives and work. In their brief

biographies we concentrate on the role of wometheir lives and in their work. Chapter
four depicts many similarities of the two writeradaFowles’ love and admiration of
Hardy. The comparison presumes difficulty in fingliparallels between the two literary

works and influence of Hardy on Fowles’ writing.

The female protagonists of the novels have manjylaircharacteristics that we analyze in
the following chapters and subchapters. Chaptee fiy divided into three parts:



characteristics of the female protagonists, theliation to male characters of the novels
and attitudes of societies to the protagonistgshéncharacteristics of Tess and Sarah we
first compare their physical appearance, the way fbok and dress. Next we compare
their family background and its influence on thaies, the role of their fathers and their
education. The last subchapter describes persesabtf the two women, their strength,
intelligence but also fatalism and sense of respditg ending in sacrifice. Second part of
comparison examines a relation of female and madeacters. The male characters of the
novels influence the female characters and playeal role in their lives. Both, Tess and
Sarah meet three important men in their lives,rtfahers, their seducers and their true
loved ones. The last part of the comparison expleoeial and gender injustice described
in the novels as well as prejudices of Victoriarogde and its consequences on the

protagonists’ lives.

This work can serve as a basis of more detailelysemof characters of the two novels as
well as a basis of more detailed characteristicgictorian women in literature. There are
many essays analysing Hardy's Tess and Fowles’hSseparately however our work
compare the two and shows them from a new persgectihis work can be used as a

source for further study of the two characterd asings a different view of them.



2. BIOGRAPHY OF THOMAS HARDY

Thomas Hardy was born 1st June, 1840 in Bockhamjorset as the first child of four.

The Hardys were simple country people, his fath&s @ builder and his mother worked as
a servant before she got married. Hardy's paremi® Woving and attentive and the
children were brought up learning reading, playmmgsical instruments and they were
regular churchgoers. They lived in a hamlet nearcbester surrounded by beautiful

nature.

Hardy seems to be taking care by women all his A& Tomalin (2007, p48) points out
the first and very important was Hardy’s grandmaotidter her husband’s death she was
in charge of the family business and also the luédalde family. Hardy’s mother, Jemima,
was also a strong woman and wanted better lifbdorchildren. Thomas and his sisters got
good education - an unusual thing for a peasanifyfashthe 18" century. It was her who
could have taught Tom to read. Her and his grandentt stories were preserved and used
in Hardy’s novels many years later. There was &laody’s younger sister Mary, who

must have been close to him as there was onlyrabgdaeen them.

Young Thomas - even though physically not well toughowed his genius early. Thomas
could read very early according to Tomalin (200X9)p “by the time he could walk he
could also read”, and he read a lot. He was sesthool at the age of eight where he
became a favourite of school's sponsor Mrs. Mai$ine was the first lady whom he saw
closely and she impressed Hardy a lot. Little Thenaabright and sensitive pupil, fell in
love with her. Thomas, at the age of ten, changedthool for a better one in Dorchester.
He walked three miles to and fro every day enjoyivajks through nature. He learned
Latin and read a lot - not only classics but alsovidn. The school in town broadened his
mind; he could observe life of the town people amade friends with boys of different
social classes. The Hardys had financially stalike however they could not afford
sending Hardy to a university. They decided to deindto an architecture apprenticeship.
Ambitious and intelligent Hardy was very disappethbut he knew his parents gave him a
big privilege by sending him to any school. At thiate he wrote his first poems. As we
read in Tomalin's biography of Hardy (2007, p5%®sth first poems were about time, place,
and change which were main Hardy’s themes throughisuvriting carrier.



Bright Hardy was successful in his architecture kvand decided to move to London. He
was lucky to get a job for a successful architedhér Blomfield. Hardy wrote a lot of

poems in that time. His writings however were riigdcby publishers what did not
discourage him. He learned French and read Comten@ others, who influenced his
religious believes ever after (ibid, p78). His Londife was great experience for Hardy;
he matured there and was able to make his lifesgrito become a writer. He returned to
Dorchester to his previous job in order to spendentane writing and wrote his first

novel.

Hardy’'s architecture work brought him to St Juliot Cornwall where he met another
important woman of his life Emma Gifford. He fell love with her because of her free
spirit (ibid, p104) and love of wild nature so @a® him. Emma came from a middle class
family not very rich however she was a lady, the fenportant for Hardy. Hardy's love for
Emma was not only inspiration for his writing bug knew he had to be successful to be
worth her. He worked hard and managed his firstehao be published in 1871 and
another one the following year. His second ndyetler the Greenwood Trdecame his
first success. Being paid well he could afford amage as well as to quit his architect job.
Tomalin (2007, p122) states that Hardy was “a qwicker” and he managed to finish
another novel in 1873 and another, successful learefrom the Madding Crowdn 1874.
These make four novels in four years which is ididde amount of work. After their
successful publication Hardy became “recognizedraswuthor” as Tomalin states in his
biography (2007, p137). Although he was a succésgfiler, he was not accepted by
Emma’s family nor his mother approved of their rreage. In spite of the disapproval they

got married in 1874.

A lot is said about marriage of Emma and Thomagdidam Tomalin’s biography. In so
many years of marriage, the Hardys were togethemfore than thirty years, not only
happy days came. For a hard working writer likedyaEmma created a stable and safe
environment. Hardy had to fight for a long timebt accepted in the middle-class society
(ibid, p123) and Emma had to take it with him. Esaalways his success and his goals to
be taken into considerations not hers. HoweverHarmlys became a respectable couple,
invited to many public events at various occasi@iter some years of moving from one

rented house to another, Hardy decided to builab¥ws house. He designed it himself and



it stood on the outskirt of Dorchester. He becanterested in history of Dorchester and
set his famous novdlhe Mayor of Casterbridgtnere.

Fifty years old Hardy looked for inspiration in fiewomen. He had many close female
friends who were his muses. Hardy’s marriage wawlglfalling apart but the Hardys led
it with great decorum for many years says Toma#l07, p231). They took holidays
together, rode bicycles and read to each other.nmgntloe novels of this periofess of the
D’Urbervilles became a great success. It received so diversesa@ind responses that it
became a bestseller. The novel made Hardy richnaak him part of the highest social
circles (ibid, p231). Although successful, Hardg dot work less. After Tess he published
another three novels in the next six years, thet favaous of themJude the Obscure.
After that he quit writing novels saying he did ets/only to make money.

In 1905 the University of Aberdeen proposed honodegree to Hardy the first of more to
come, which satisfied Hardy’s hurt feelings for lsisademic failure. His success as a
writer did not bring him success in his personfd. [IEmma Hardy being more and more
eccentric (ibid, p289) gave Hardy no credit, naitli®a writer nor as a husband. Hardy fell
in love with Florence Dugdale who later becamedaisond wife. Hardy concentrated on
writing poems and being as productive as Hardyhtheslist. His home life devoted almost
only to writing he failed to see Emma’s health peols. Emma died alone after
undiagnosed illness in 1912. Nobody knew aboutgan (ibid, p311) and Hardy felt
guilty after discovering it. In order to get ovesrldeath Hardy wrote poems about Emma
and their early life and love.

Shortly after Emma’s death Hardy married Florenegdale. It was not expected as he
could be Florence’s grandfather by age. Howeverdidan his seventies was an active
man: he wrote poems, met many people: writers esiisg admirers, attended many public
occasions and was very popular among his frienésképt good health till his eighties.
Florence’s life with Hardy was not easy as shel@lely many times, had to fight for all
modern appliances in the house (ibid, p352) norcshad leave the house as Hardy was
afraid to stay home alone (ibid, p357). Despitehis she took care of him lovingly until
his death. Thomas Hardy died™.af January 1928 as a rich famous man who reached

everything he wanted by his hard work.



3. BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN FOWLES

John Robert Fowles was born on March 31, 1926 igh-en-Sea in a middle class family
of a tobacco merchant Robert Fowles. John Fowldson@ sister who was fifteen years
younger. He grew up surrounded by children asditlsef took care of his five siblings and
other five half siblings after John’s grandfatheealy death and they were all living in
close neighbourhood.

Fowles’ parents were very attentive to him as hs araonly child for almost 15 years. As
Warburton says, "The parents directed the familyoueces, financial and otherwise,
toward the boy’s success for many years” (2004).pAlBhough his father was a very busy
man he influenced John by his love for philosophy @oetry. It was him who taught
young John to play golf, tennis and cricket. Fowiasther, who was a house wife, loved
her only son deeply and introduced him to the @tworld that they both admired.

John started his education in Alleyn Court Premayachool in Leigh-on-Sea where he
was a talented pupil. School paid close attentiothéir students. Here Fowles began his
lifelong love for French (ibid, pl1l), he also be@an eager reader and a passionate
sportsman. In 1939, after a successful exam, Fostlasged to Bedford School which was
a great opportunity to get a decent education. tdeggled at the beginning. He was
homesick, the boys were bullied and the rules @ryday life at boarding school were
strict. It influenced his health and Fowles sufteneany illnesses during his studies. It was
also the war time. The Fowles moved to Ipplepenrevtieey stayed during the war. John
did not go to school for a year due to the war apént all his free time enjoying the
countryside of Devon. After he returned to schbel,got used to the Bedford community
(ibid, p30) and despite illness and the war distoas his marks were good. He became a
cricket hero and “a model head boy” (ibid, p38)wkes finished his Bedford studies in
1944 and joined the Royal Mariners. After a shaititany training the war ended, and so,

his military carrier.

He went to Oxford where he studied French. As veal i@ his biography by Warburton
(2004, p48-49) he made his decision to become @mttiere. When translating sixteenth
century French poetry he started writing his owemse and continued through his Oxford

years. Reading a great number of books, French Emglish, Fowles became an



intellectual. Among others writers he read Camwsir€ but also Pascal (ibid, p58) who
influenced his thinking and his believes. During studies he made short journeys to
France and Norway. Both trips made a strong impyess him and he later used some of
those impressions in his works. Fowles’ illnessppemred throughout his Oxford years.
During his lonely days when he suffered pain het kapg journals. As Worburton (2004,
p68) points out his diaries and journals substitites need for writing a narrative. He
completed his studies successfully in 1950 andagt¢aching job at the University of

Poitiers in France.

Poitiers was first Fowles’ job abroad and surelyimportant part of his teaching carrier
but it was his teaching on the Greek island of Spdhat changed his life. It was Spetsai
were he set his famous novehe Magus His travels around Greece inspired him for
writing a travel book that he finished some yeater but was never published. In his
second year on Spetsai he met his future wife B#itta Christy then married to his
colleague. They fell deeply in love and despitertigficult situation decided to live
together after returning to England in 1953. Thewe caused many emotional pain and
sacrifices especially from Elizabeth’s side. Heslband made her decide between their
daughter and Fowles. Fowles found other teachibg jost in Ashridge and in 1954 in
London at St. Gordic Secretarial School. He fowgathing job comfortable for his writing
but he also developed a liking for it and becanisegpected colleague” (ibid, p205) and
teacher.

His London life brought him to discover cinemasdatres and museums that influenced
his work. He started to write plays but destroyeeht later having considered them not to
be good. He and Elizabeth got married in 1957. Wige Elizabeth became his
“professional support and confidante” (ibid, p266pwles enjoyed his marriage life
routine and was very creative and hard workinghat time. He was working ofihe
Magus The Aristosbut also wrote poetry and other works. He seaffitished novelhe
Magusto Jonathan Cape publishing house and they lik@dmediately. The book was
published in 1962 and was well received. By thatetiFowles had already finishddhe
Collectorwhich was also successful. Fowles felt very anxiabout publishing his books.
As we read in his biography by Warburton (2004, §20e feared “public scrutiny and
criticism”. However his two first published novedsabled him to give up his teaching job
and move to a better houséhe Collectorbecame a bestseller in the USA and the rights
were sold for filming. In his late 30s Fowles beeai@mmous and rich.

10



Following years of his carrier were busy and ckeatiAs Fowles did not like fame and
publicity he moved to Lyme Regis, a small costalrtan Dorset. Here he found his first
house Underhill Farm and wrote his next famous hdwe French Lieutenants’ Woman
there. The setting of the novel was right in hisiges neighbourhood. He was fascinated
by a rock called Cob that stood high above theasebwas haunted by a woman standing
there staring to the distance (ibid, p292). Amotiwep his work of that time he began to
write Daniel Martin. Fowles visited the USA many times either to pné$es novels or to
work on films based on his novels. On his US tobnesdid a lot of TV and radio
interviews, lectures and he was extremely poptiaret He disliked the American way of
life however and wrote an essaynerica | Weep for Theeriticising it. Fowles visited
Egypt and used his travelling experiencéamniel Martin (ibid, p344). He was very busy,
locked in his study for most of the days. He sthitewrite The Ebony Toweltranslated
plays for London’s National Theatre, and wrote sefar photography books, reviews, and
newspaper articles. His hard work influenced hislthe “He suffered high blood pressure,
varicose veins, breathlessness and pain” as Warburames it his biography (2004,
p372). In 1978 he gained another time consuminghplbecame Honorary Curator of the
Philpot Museum in Lyme Regis. While working theeevarote pamphlets and booklets for
museum. His never ending work cause his marriadalit@part. Elizabeth was no longer
his editor and co-worker and she felt alone. InQL8Rer publishing oThe Magus Revised
Versionand MantissaFowles became “a subject for classroom study'd(ipi415). BBC
filmed three of his novelsThe French Lieutenants Womaas made into a successful

film.

In his 60s Fowles suffered a stroke caused by igk pressure and went to hospital.
Elizabeth taking care of him failed to recognize b@n health problems. When she saw a
doctor it was too late and she died of cancer @01% was unexpected and a great shock
for Fowles. After Elizabeth’s death he was not abldive on his own. Eight years after
Elizabeth’'s death he married Sarah Smith, his lomg friend. After six years of his
second marriage, the literary giant John Fowled.diewas November the™s 2005 in

Axminster Hospital after a long illness.

11



4. THOMAS HARDY AND JOHN FOWLES

Many writers are inspired by works or lives of atteuthors.The Hoursby Michael
Cunningham was inspired by Virginia Woolf and hersMDalloway or James Joys'
Ulysses was inspired by Home@xlysseusThere are many evidences that John Fowles
admired Thomas Hardy and felt close to him as ahoawut also as a man. Warburton
(2000) in Fowles' biography mentions Hardy manyeBmSome of Fowles’ works are
devoted to Hardy for example John Fowlddatdy and the Hag'in Thomas Hardy after
Fifty Yearsed. Lance St. John Butler (1973p Draper, John Fowle$thomas Hardy’s
England (1984), or inspired by Hardy's work and life. Fesl novel The French
Lieutenant's Womarns a good example. It is interesting that one @irdy’s working
names for his famous Tess was Sue Woodrow andtagomist of FowlesThe French

Lieutenant's Womais called Sarah Woodruff.

As we can read in John Fowles’ biography (Warbyr2004, p275) Fowles with his
exploration of Dorset also explored Hardy and ties They both loved the countryside of
Dorset as we learn from their detailed descriptiohg in their works. Fowles showed it
best inThe French Lieutenant's Womadhat was set in Lyme Regis a town he lived in
almost all his life. It is also interesting that $tarted to write the novel at the same time —
the time of his exploration of Hardy. Hardy is edlla regional novelist imthe Oxford
lllustrated History of English Literatur€l987). For example ifiess of the D'Urbervilles
he described nature around his birth place Bockbampr The Mayor of Casterbridge

which is set in Dorchester.

They both showed a deep interest in the naturaldnammd used it to create mood of the
stories but also as metaphors for characters’rfigeland emotions. It is also evident, that
they shared the same belief in man as a part afeaand that man is better when living
according to nature and so that a simple countny imdetter than a man of modern town
(Fowles, 1967, p67; Hardy, 1994, p240). It is iegting how love for nature made them

both disgust and quit shooting game.

Fowles uses Hardy’s life in his woilhe French Lieutenant's Womas an example of a
Victorian man. He mentioned him in many chapterd ased many of his poems, HAike

Riddleas an opening one, to begin the chapters withbétieved in a legend of Hardy’'s

12



affair with his cousin Tryphena and their illegiite daughter (Warburton, 2000, p373)
which was never proved but for Fowles it was mdr@nta myth. As Wilson points out
Fowles made the story public the French Lieutenant’'s Womamd is responsible for
“its widest dissemination” (Wilson, 2005). Fowlesd dnot judge Hardy nor made
comments on his behaviour but used his affair aaxample for his fiction to prove morals
of Victorian era. Fowles in his essBiptes on an unfinished nowetites, “Itis somehow
encouraging that while my fictitious characters wegheir own story in their 1867, only
thirty miles away in the real 1867 the pale younghdect was entering his own fatal life-
incident (in: Bradbury, ed., 1999, pl158).” Later wetes that he could not avoid the
shadow of Thomas Hardy so he used it in the nddel.also said that the booHHe
French Lieutenant's Womatormented him and he called it “a clumsy pastichelardy”
(ibid).

A woman was for both a mysterious creature — a nthgeinspired their literary works.
However in their real lives their wives were anezdml part of their literary carriers. Both,
Emma Hardy and Elizabeth Fowles, were close coevgriaind editors of their early works.
They both played an important part in socializinghwpublic but the most important was
their everyday work: running the households, dealinth mail, welcoming visitors and
admirers. At the same time they both had to figittheir husbands’ attention and were
lonely. They were disappointed by their own casidihey were great wives but wanted to
be also writers and co-workers of their husbanasn@lin, 2007, p100, 269; Warburton,
2000, p329, 373) and that was not possible in tmede of their famous husbands.
Warburton believes (2000, p374) that in Fowles’ kvidiardy and the Had1976), where
Fowles analyses Hardy’s relationship with his viiflama and his novel writings, he made,
although unconsciously, comparisons of his marreggHardy’s marriage. The marriages
were childless, the wives were denied of their lansls’ company, husbands —writers were
hunted or “pursuit”’, as Fowles put it, by “originather Woman” who existed only in
fiction (Warburton, 2000, 373).

In the same biography Warburton (2000, p372) cikowles’ diaries states that Hardy was
like a brother to Fowles. As we mentioned aboveela@e many reasons for it. It is hard to
say to what extend Hardy influenced Fowles’ worlelWead Fowles surely put together
many of his knowledge and personal experience higaowritings. It is obvious that there
are certain links between these two writers and thardy is part of Fowles’ work
especially ofThe French Lieutenant’s Woman

13



5. COMPARISON OF TESS AND SARAH

In this part of the work we compare the two femaletagonists of Hardy'Jess of the

D’Urbervilles Tess and FowlesThe French Lieutenant's Wom&arah. The themes of
both novels are the same: Double morals of Victogea different for men and women.
There are many parallels between the two — theirdocial backgrounds, their pre-marital
sexual behaviour, their exclusion by society asdiramatic influence on their lives. There

are however certain changes in description of @ovien woman by Hardy and by Fowles.

The female protagonists of the two novels mentioaledve are both described in detail.
We feel for them, we share their problems, we warttelp them. We, as readers, know

what they think, how they look and how they acewery situation.

5.1. Characterizations of Tess and Sarah

5.1.1. Physical Appearance

Hardy's Tess is a very beautiful woman. Her beasitystonishing. She has long rich hair;
nice, strong body; pretty, fine face. From the hagig of the novel she is described as
superior to other country girls - she is pretti@ore sensitive, more intelligent (Hardy,
1994, p12, 14). In her many descriptions we se@¥arpoet creating her imagdlinute
diamonds of moisture from the mist hung, too, upess’s eyelashes, and drops upon her
hair, like seed pearls(ibid, p168). Tess is very young at the beginnifigh® novel
around 16 or 17 and we watch her to mature phygiead in personality, her maturity
adding her prettiness. Tess’s beauty is compareaddal but better by its imperfectness,
“Eyes almost as deep and speaking he had seenehefod cheeks perhaps as fair; brows
as arched, a chin and throat almost as shapely;rheuth he had seen nothing to equal on
the face of the earth. ... And it was the touch gerfect upon the would-be perfect that
gave the sweetness, because it was that whichtgaveumanity”(ibid, p192). Tess is a

simple country girl who does not make herself béauwearing nice dresses or doing her
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hair.“What a fresh and virginal daughter of Nature thmatlkmaid is!” exclaims her future
husband Angel (ibid, p155). And it is her natureabty that makes her remarkably pretty.

To compare Tess’s and Sarah’s appearance Sarah ieautiful but she has some pretty
features: rich hair, a slim figure, she is physicatrong. Especially her dark-red, curly
hair is very nice, described abker one great jewel(Fowles, 2004, p.248). She evokes
strong feelings by her look as shown in this examgfl her descriptiorilt was not a
beautiful face, by any period's standard or taget it was unforgettable face, and tragic
face. ... There was no artifice there, no hypocmgyhysteria, no mask; and above all, no
sign of madness’(ibid, p10). The most famous description of Sarahthe one that
describes her standing on the Cobb, a deserted gtayng out to the sea. The image
haunted Fowles as he said in his eddaies on an Unfinished Novahd it recurred with
such power that it made him write the book (in:drary, ed., 1999, p147, 148).

Both Sarah and Tess dresses symbolise their statak. As it was said before it is not the
way they dress that makes them beautiful. The wgritese their clothes to complete
description of their personalities as well as tHeglings. Sarah’s clothes is described as
rather worn, simple black dress, and coat thatddakore for men than for women and a
bonnet that she takes off in the country (Fowlé¥)42 p10). Her black dress does not
follow the fashion but still does not fully hide romanliness (ibid, p168). She dresses
simply not only because she cannot afford anytleilsg but it also helps to express her
depression and the way she is alienated from tleetyo It also is a protest to wear
fashionable women'’s clothes as a symbol of thaiustin society. In her change at the end
of the novel she is described wearing very fastbtmalothes, free, American style. Onece
again Sarah’s clothes represent her free will,ihdependence and her dislike of social
conventions. To compare Hardy’'s descriptions ofs®eslothes it always adds to her
prettiness. Tess has a good taste and her simgds détways matches situation and her
status. Clothing is described in rich detail, to clothe her very charmingly as a simple
country girl with no pretensions to recent fashiansoft gray woollen gown, with white
crape quilling against the pink skin of her facedameck, and a black velvet jacket and
hat” (Hardy, 1994, p377). At the end of Hardy’s noveldliso uses the change in clothing
to express a change in personality. Tess wearsofadble clothes when Angel meets her
after a year of their separation. She looks vedyllke but she is not herself (ibid, p483,
484).
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Both women have troubles for their looks. Tessstt@ hide her prettiness in order not to
draw men’s attention to hefThen with her little scissors, by the aid of a ket looking
glass, she mercilessly nipped her eyebrows off, g insured against aggressive
admiration she went on her uneven wdidid, p356). Sarah also hides in her black dress
in order to hide her attractiveness, her womandéinbat also for protection (Fowles, 2004,
pl18).

Both protagonists are remarkable women. They amrieed as common Victorian

women but still different. Tess is extraordinafigautiful and nice. She looks beautiful in
every situation and her beauty is always visiblé mrakes people wonder and feel sorry at
the same time. Such beauty should not suffer. Saralso pretty but in a very different

way. Her beauty is more boyish, she does not haasruatine look but her boyish features
make her different and so attractive. Both womenyaung, healthy and physically strong.
Their youth gives them energy and liveliness budls® their personality that gives them

the power to go through all the troubles and olbssac

5.1.2. Social Background

Both women come from low social class. Tess iswuglter of a peddler, a poor man who
is not able to support his family due to alcoholiand laziness (Hardy, 1994, p31, 329).
Sarah is a daughter of an unsuccessful farmer, dib® in asylum for insane (Fowles,
2004, p171). None of the women have a happy farkigrdy describes Tess’s family as
one that,“... the household had not been shining exampleserithf temperance,
soberness, or chastity. The father, and even thbendhad got drunk at time, the younger
children seldom had gone to church .(Hardy, 1994, p450). Tess is the oldest of seven
children and her mother leaves many of the domesti®s to her. Her parents make her
responsible for the whole family’s future and gher little financial and mentally support
(ibid, p329, 330). Fowles does not describe Sartnsly much. We only know that she
does not have any relatives after her father'sidegarah’s father is described as easily
tempered and boastful (Fowles, 2004, p55).

Both fathers are obsessed by their distant rickestocs: Sarah’s father’'s relatives being
ones of the Drake family (ibid, p55) and Tess'shéats ones of D’Urbervilles (Hardy,

1994, p4). Having now impact on present familiesrtfathers find false pride in it. Tess’s
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unhappy life was blamed for her unhappy ancestdte D’Urbervilles extinct in
mysterious way and Hardy uses the old family agnabs| of a bad spell over Tess (ibid,
p272, 276).

Education of both women is mentioned as very imitiz. Although Tess only finishes
Sixth Standard in the National School it gave hehance to see things from a different
perspective. It definitely broadens her mind foamyple by teaching her standard English
(ibid, p21). She was a good student and had antmho become a teacher (ibid, p55).
Sarah gets better education than Tess by her Tathish (Fowles, 2004, p54) but it seems
to bring her more trouble than good. She finishbgd-rate” seminary for young ladies.
As she comes from low social class she is lookedndby her class mates. She also
becomes “too” educated for a man of her class tontexested in,’ ...you are not a
woman who was born to be a farmer's wife but edut&d be something ...bettefibid,

p170). However it gave her opportunity to read,chilextended her knowledge greatly.

Social background is the feature that connectshSaral Tess. It is for both of them

disadvantage that they cannot influence or chaBgi women and their families are good
examples of life of low social class in the 19timtcey. The chances of improvement were
minute despite the characters intellect abilitiése education is for both a way to extend

their intellect on the other hand they can seesbéttw poor their lives are.

5.1.3. Personality

Both Sarah and Tess are unusual women who catehtiati of people. It is more than
their physical appearance it is their whole perbtynthat makes people, not only males,
interested in them. At the same time the women evuokkture of positive and negative
feelings. Some people love them and feel for themespeople hate them. For example
Tess is loved by her female friends Izz, Retty Blatian (Hardy, 1994, p254) but female
workers of Trantridge, the village she works foeéld'Urberville, hate her (ibid, p82-83).
Mrs. Poulteney (Fowles, 2004, p37) hates Sarah@pwgan (ibid, p155) feels sorry for
her and Mrs. Talbot loves her (ibid, p36). It sedhet both women cannot help evoking
mixed feelings. They are both portrayed as neitdrdmary nor conventional. As Fowles
describes Sarah in his own wortiBhe woman had no face, no particular degree of

sexuality. But she was Victorian; and since | alsvagw her in the same static long shot,
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with her back turned, she represented a reproachthenVictorian Age. An Outcast. |
didn’t know her crime but | wished to protect h¢Fowles, in: Bradbury ed., 1990, p147-
148).

Both characters undergo a dramatic change througheuwstory. The change is shown in
the change of clothes, place of life, behaviougjrtiwhole look. Tess is very young at the
beginning of the story, 16 orl7. She is very maftarener age but she lacks experience of
the world beyond the borders of her village. As pparents are not very wise they let Tess
gain her experience all by herself and she paysyvery mistake she makes. We follow her
through the story to her early 20s when she becamaature woman but broken by her
experience of the world and its injustice. At timel she has all the materialistic goods: she
lives in a villa, wears pretty clothes, but shesie® herself, her dreams, faith in life. Angel
sees her beauty but she is not pure virgin of patury more. In comparison Sarah’s
maturity adds her more balance. She finds her vaijecalthough not a typical Victorian
way of life for a woman but she is happy at the.gddarles is kind of shocked by her
look, “And her dress! It was so different that he thougit a moment she was someone
else. ... But this was someone in the full uniforrthefNew Woman, fragrantly rejecting
all formal contemporary notions of female fashidifid, p446). He does not expect poor
broken Sarah to become an attractive woman. Weskel for Tess’s misfortune but

Sarah'’s life takes off after she leaves Lyme.

Both of the women are portrayed as very intelligantd bright. Their intelligence is
natural, somehow inborn. Although neither of thenows how to use it for their own
welfare they cannot hide it. Sarah’s intelligereéescribed lengthy on two pages (Fowles,
2004, p53, 54) as the one that is much higher itm@Higence of others. Charles, her later
lover, finds an unusually bright person in her wiikay talk. For instance when Sarah
talks about cruelty and stupidity of people she tnhive with (ibid, p142) or the way she
manages her life with Mrs. Poultnégarah had twigged Mrs. Poultney, and she was soon
as adept at handling her as a skilled cardinal, @aWw pope; though for nobler endgbid,
p57). Tess is also very wise. We can see it readbuyt her thoughts and description of
her doings. For example when she expresses hes @aeaut life to Angel, her later
husband, she impresses him by her intelligencedi{d994, p159, 160) or we read how
quickly she extended her knowledge by Angel’s iefice,"her natural quickness, and her
admiration for him, having led her to pick up hcabulary, his accent, and fragments of
his knowledge, to a surprising exterfidid, p225).
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Sarah and Tess are both very sensitive and empdiéy are in difficult life situations,
they have their own worries and still they care dthers, they help as much as they can.
Sarah for example takes care of an ill servant . oulney, Milli (Fowles, 2004, p159).
She is also concerned about Charles and his fusilne sacrifices herself for Charles. Tess
caring and loving feels responsible for her yourgiblings,“This leaving of the younger
children she had decided to be for the best ;wheete remain they would probably gain
less good by her precepts than harm by her exar(iptly, 1994, p131). Tess sacrifices
herself even to a greater extend. She wants to ¢osaimide to help her husband to get rid
of her (Hardy, 1994, p305, 306), she lives withcAtBUrberville for her family’s sake but
hurts herself doing it (ibid, p457). This featuffeher is so strong that it destroys her own
life, her own happiness. As many of their featutes good ones are not used in their

favour but are turned against them.

Both characters are fatalists. Neither of them se®sgood waiting for them in future
(Fowles, 2004, p171; Hardy, 1994, p162). They He#t that their low social class has a
bad impact on their lives and they cannot do angtfabout it. They are smart enough to
understand the way the society is limited by itsnawles. There is not much hope in the
world and they believe there is certainly no hapetfiem — poor women with the past. As
Hardy explains,”To her and her like, birth itself was an ordeal dégrading personal
compulsion, whose gratuitousness nothing in thalresgemed to justify, and at best could
only palliate” (Hardy, 1994, p456). They victimize themselvesaBahinks that it is her
punishment to be called French Lieutenant’'s Wharkthat she must suffer for all her life.
Using her words;What has kept me alive is my shame, my knowingl thia truly not like
other women. | shall never have children, a hushamdi those innocent happiness they
have” (Fowles, 2004, p176). Very similarly Tess beliegshe must leave her new husband
as the right punishment that she deserves (Har@94,1p323). They both believe they
have no right to be happy. What they did cannouibdone and they believe they were
predestined for it.

There are not only similarities in personalitiestloé two women. They are both different
in their perception of freedom and independence.cé@feot omit their independence that
reflects their strong personalities. Victorian wanweere not allowed to live on their own,
the means of support and the chances to make liverg very limited. Sarah does not
have any relatives but she manages to make someyramd live on her own as a
governess. Tess is also able to find a job andastpyer and her family however for Tess
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it is not the right way of life. She knows she @mit only for some time while she is
young and strong. At the end of Fowles’ novel Sdrads in a house of an artist Mr.
Rossetti who takes care of her. We cannot imagileb £nding of Tess' story. Tess also
lives with a man at the end of novel but the mameishated seducer Alec d'Urbelville. She
does not do it willingly or happily. For Sarah hiée with The Rossettis is a way how not
only she can survive but also have a happy andl,anffdependent life.

Sarah has free mind and inner love of freedom (Esw2004, p119) that Tess definitely
lacks. Sarah cannot show it openly but people eanits Sarah is rebellious in some way
for instance when she walks out of the wood ingmes of Mrs. Fairley knowing she will
report it to Mrs. Poultney who forbade it (ibid,98). Tess is not rebellious but we can say
that she provokes but it is her meekness that essat is injustice to her that provokes.
Sarah is compared to man a few times in the néiel.strong personality, her intelligence
was not a quality that was given or expected ofi@ovian woman. Sarah is compared to
man equal to CharlesHe perceived that her directness of look was mattiby a
directness of thought and language — that what tiadccasion struck him before as a
presumption of intellectual equality (thereforeusgect resentment against man) (ibid,
p183). She is not equal to him in sex nor in sostatus and so for male of Victorian time
a shocking experience. Also when Sarah leaves Rualtney she dares to tell her what
she thinks of her and her cruel manners (ibid, p24&). Doing so Sarah shows behaviour

not acceptable for a Victorian governess.

Sarah is eccentric in a way. Her eccentricity isstbered an evidence of her madness
(ibid, p156). Dr. Grogan believes strongly that swuld be placed in an asylum for
mentally sick (ibid, p228). Fowles makes us doudriaf’s mental health a few times but at
the end we see that it is only another prejudicghef time that makes Dr. Grogan to
believe so. Sarah is portrayed as a mysterious wolv& do not know whether we can

trust her or pity her; whether she is a victim dright liar.

Although there are some similar features of Saraht$ Tess’s personalities there are also
some great differences. Sarah fights, Tess accBptah does not want to accept her role
of an outcast. She does not want to accept thestatiety offers her. She cannot do much
in her desperate situation so she shocks. She singwgsice of her treatment by playing

her role of a victim but not like people expect.Hgine is intelligent and strong (compared

to man in these two features) and she finds heratdlye end. Tess accepts her fate. She
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undertakes everything that her hard life brings Bére never opposes anybody, she does
not blame other people or her destiny for her higedshe fulfils all her duties and still she
is the one who is punished. As her beauty alsgbed-hearted personality brings her no

good.

5.2 Influence of Male Characters on the Protagonist Lives and Their
Attitudes to Marriage

Hardy's Tess of the D’Urbervilleand FowlesThe French Lieutenant's Womane both
love stories. The story tells a lot about relattdrman and woman, traditions, cultural and
social conventions of the era. In some way, bathes follow an easy fairy tale pattern of
love between two young people from different soclass.

Tess’s first man of her life is arrogant and préudec d’Urberville, a young aristocrat. He
represents higher class and its spoiled moraldikde Tess very much and does anything
to make her his. He does not care about her feahgs very self-confident. He knows he
can do everything he wishes because he is richddés not care of any conventions, of
anybody as shows this example of his behaviour dfess refuses to kiss hifiThen
d’Urberille cursed and sore at her, and called rererything he could think of for the
trick. Turning the horse suddenly he tried to dribsek upon her, and so hem her between
the gig and the hedgeHardy, 1994, p66). He seduces Tess and his \ibkemaviour has
an irreversible impact on Tess'’s life. We can $at he is the one to be blamed for Tess’s

tragedy.

Another man of her life is Angel Clare, a son opason. He represents an educated
middle class man of fine manners but unable topsagmatic reality of the world. Tess
likes him. She adores his fine features but alsodgeintle manners and his intellectual
qualities,“She thought every line in the contour of his persie perfection of masculine
beauty, his soul the soul of a saint, his inteltbett of a seer(ibid, 246). His influence on
Tess is great. At the beginning she falls in lov#awim but cannot get over her past. She
believes that love and marriage are only for purapcent people, like Angel, not for

sinners, like her. Instead of enjoying her love shifers from doubts. She also feels that
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she is not equal to him because of her low so@ak@round. When she finally marries
Angel he leaves her. It is a climax of the storyewhAngel learns of Tess’s unwanted
relation with young d’Urberville, it is the end dfss’s hopes of a happy life. He cannot

get over it. He is shocked that his pure Tess le@dine a sinner.

Sarah’s first man was a French sailor, Varguen&issr the shipwreck Sarah takes care of
him as she speaks some French. He obviously takemtage of her. We do not know
much about him only that he is married and a lramocent Sarah falls in love with him so
passionately that she is willing to go to meet llone in a cheap hotel before he leaves
for France. As she explain$je made me believe that his whole happiness degtod
my accompanying him when he left — more than that,my happiness depended on it as
well” (Fowles, 2004, pl71). Sarah tells Charles two diffe stories about their last
meeting. First she says that she had sex with Wwimgh he finds out later is not true, the
other story says that she saw him with another woarad it broke her heart. Whatever

happened, the people accused her of low moralsiamtias to suffer a lot for it.

The next man she falls in love with is Charles &soh, a young gentleman, who makes a
fine example of a man of his class and time — witgood education, and a scientific
hobby, travelled, Darwinian, with a good family tepand a reasonable income. Sarah
likes him from the first moment but she knows thavoman of her class and her record
can never become his wife. However she cannot tinglpg to meet him and spend some
time with him. Her confusion ends up in asking Himleave after they have se¥,ou
have given me a consolation of believing that iatear world, another age, another life, |
might have been your wife(ibid, 2004, p358) and she continu€bpday | have thought

of my own happiness. If we were to meet again ldcink only of yours. There can be no

happiness for you and me. You cannot marry meSkhithsor(ibid, p359).

The men play an important role in both stories.yraee catalysts of the protagonists’

dramatic actions and changes. Almost all the mhéracters are negative. Almost all the
men in the stories bring troubles to the protagshiwes. The first men of their lives, their

fathers, are not good examples of their sex — weaguccessful, not able to take care of
their families. Also their first lovers, Alec d'Uénville and Vargueness are men of poor
gualities — capricious, irresponsible, and violdixcept the ones we mentioned already
there are other men who treat the women badly.eixample Tess has to suffer a bad

treatment from her master, farmer Groby (Hardy,219870, 371) or misjudgement of her
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brothers-in-law. They talk about her without knowishe is walking behind therf,..
More regretting his precipitancy in throwing himsalvay upon a dairymaid, or whatever
she may be. It is a queer business, apparerfibiti, p382). Sarah is more obvious outcast
so not only men treat her badly. She is seen nyovadlak if not crazy. Every man feels
free to call her a whore without any hesitatitihe dairyman continues to stare. Then he
said, “And been’n no lady. She be the French Ldot's Hoer” (Fowles, 2004, p86).

As a result of the characters relationships theis become single mothers. Tess’s child is
an unwanted consequence of her relation with Atedies shortly after birth but it leaves
Tess very confused. However difficult her situatisith the child is she does not accept
Alec’s help and decides consciously to become glesimother. Similarly Sarah knowing
that Charles is looking for her does not ask far elp in raising of their child. She also
decide to care of her alone however one end of €&wlovel doubts existence of a child.
Decision to raise a child as a single mother isifcdlt one and it shows strong

personalities of both women.

Both women fall in love with a man who are notleéit class and see it as a barrier. Both
women have pre-marital sex experience and givé bartan illegitimate child which put
them into category of fallen women. This experiend®wever consciously or
unconsciously gained, makes another unbreakablaaedo their marriage. Both women
strongly believe they are not good enough for ariage. They think themselves weak
sinners who would make a man unhappy. This behef @rotagonists fight with it is the
main motif of both stories. There is also anothbvious similarity — both main male
characters leave their women. One of the men leabosit a sin of his love one at the
beginning of the story and the other one in thedhidoth of them leave for America to
find a solution to their unhappiness in love. Th®gh learn of their mistakes and return
back after some time to find their women changed.

5.3. Attitudes of Societies to Tess and Sarah ankgir Moral Falls

As it was said before both women have an experiehgre-marital sex and both suffer

from it. They are disgraced - not only they feeiltguthemselves but also society looks
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them down. They are accused of a low moral but #reyboth victims not criminals, they
are victims of the notion of gender.

Sarah is described with ambiguity. We are not sfiteer motifs and her real intentions but
we are sure that society treats her unfair. Bétiaf she could have sex puts her into a very
difficult situation. She is not promiscuous, shed a prostitute and still she is given the
same social credit. She becomes outcast, a wonanhtds no place in society and
therefore no future. Although she is accused ofetbhing that did not happened she is
given name The French lieutenant’s woman. Societyg to solve her problem - the priest,
representative of religion, is concerned aboutdieration as well as her employer Mrs.
Talbot and Dr. Grogan, we can say that also MrsitRey is concerned however they all
treat her badly. They think Sarah is not able tetaare of herself that she is weak,
immature, immoral, pitiful, and mentally ill and r&a is none of it nor she wants to accept
such help. On the other hand, part of society igadrer and her like. For example for
Ernestina, Charles’ fianceé, a daughter of a rickifessman, Sarah is distasteful (Fowles,
2004, p88). Ernestina does not want to see nortasinch people exist and should be
helped.

Society of a small Victorian town thrills in a syosuch as Sarah’s. There is nobody to
stand for her, she is an easy victim — she haamdyf, no money. A good example is Mrs.
Poultney who takes care of Sarah tries to be seamaritable and deeply humanistic but
her true nature is cruel and she tortures Sarahatherf | shall see that you are locked
away. You are a public scanda(ibid, p246), cries she when dismissing Sarah. I@n t
other hand we see that Sarah is aware of herisitughe victimizes herself, she knows
she would be nothing without her story howevethaténd she finds out she can bear it no
longer and fleets. Society really ostracizes SaPatople are cruel to her. She expresses it
herself,”... But | am like this thorn tree, Mr. Smithson. Noe reproaches it for growing
here in this solitude. It is when it walks down &idStreet that it offends societyibid, p
182). Her life in the big town of London, even Lamdof Victorian times, is more
acceptable. (However, not many Victorian women ddehd life as Sarah did at the end of
Fowles’ novel.) People are more liberal there, bot all the people. We can see an
example of Charles who comes from London, he tlegted lot so he is an experienced,
educated man and still he fights with his own paejes toward women, toward modern
women,“In the United States Charles had found the styh its sly and paradoxically

coquettish hints at emancipation in other waysywdrarming; now, and under so many

24



other new suspicions, his cheeks took a colourfarotemoved from the dianthus pink of
the stripes on her shirt(ibid, p446). It is important to say that sociefyFowles’ novel is
described with irony. Fowles mocks all the chanactend their prejudices, he mocks

everybody except Sarah.

Tess’s fate is very much the same as Sarah’s. Shperished for a crime she did not
commit. She does not have sex with Alec d'Urbeewlillingly but still it gives her a mark

of a sinner. She comes home instead of happy ahdoregnant and broken. Even though
she avoids people her illegitimate child cannotibseen. She suffers a lot and is ashamed
but it is not the people of her home village whokesher feel guilty. Society does not
blame Tess, they accept her behaviour as nothimguah but unhappy. It is her own
feeling of failure and injustice that troubles her. a thousand pities that it should have
happened to she, of all the others. But 'tis alwdnyescomeliest! ..."(Hardy, 1994, p114).
There is lot of injustice to Tess. She mostly suffier her poor social background. People

of her own social class feel sorry for her. Theyndbjudge her bad.

Social injustice of poor compared to rich is moighhghted in the Hardy’s book. Alec is
not punished for his behaviour by society; he isrelooked up because he is rich. Also
Angel who admits having pre-marital sex does nel fny guilt. In contrast, Tess is
considered immoral or weak for her sin and thougistbe punished. Here we also notice

double morals for men and women.

There is a big difference how people think of Tasdgl what they think of Sarah. Both
stories happen at the same era, they both hawacéotie same problem but Hardy seems
to try to excuse pre-marital sex while Fowles shaw$arsh treatment. Hardy points out
injustice of class differences and the failure isf erfect heroine to fight against her own
feelings of guilt and responsibility while Fowlesipts out injustice of society as a whole
towards an individual whom they condemn. Unequatiust of men and women shown in
combination with low social background puts the &ancharacters of both novels into
unsolvable situation. They are pushed by societyetwave like they do however it is them

who have to take consequences.
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6. CONCLUSION

In this bachelor thesis we compare two female dtara whose stories are both set in
Victorian era. We compare two Victorian women whaseries are very similar: after
experience of pre-marital sex they fall in love fintd themselves unsuitable to become
wives. The men of their love are of different sbakss and both women find the two
obstacles unbreakable. Both stories put togeth#ficudt issues of morals, social

differences and gender inequality.

In the first part of the bachelor work we concetgidaon the writers, their lives and work.
There is one chapter devoted to Thomas Hardy aeddexoted to John Fowles. Chapter
three finds out many connections between the twtersrand described Hardy's influence

on Fowles’ work.

In the second part of the bachelor work we begah womparison of characters of Tess
and Sarah and we found parallels mostly in soa@akbround. Both women come from
low social class and from families of unsucceskithers unable to support their families.
These unhappy family histories give them both dlifii start of their lives. Their education
helps Tess and Sarah to improve their intelleclitegsi but they find it useless as they
cannot fulfil their intellectual needs becausehait low social background. It makes them
both painfully aware of the differences betweerssts. In contrast when we compared
protagonists’ physical appearance we found thatvbmen are very different. Sarah does
not possess Tess’s beauty, she has more mascedingds that also appear in description
of her personality and make her different from otlvemen. We can say that Tess is also
different of other women but it is her great beathtgt makes her superior. Hardy and
Fowles both use detailed description of clothesdmplete protagonists’ appearance but
also to show their feelings and state of mind. Bettmen change their look dramatically
at the end of the story and that change completscrightion of their change of
personalities and lives. To compare personalitigh@two women it is worth mentioning
that both women resemble in some parts but we dlaanhtheir personalities are different
in one overall feature. Tess is strong to bardaitllife difficulties but Sarah is strong to
overcome them. Tess undergoes everything withauptaning as it has been said before
she accepts it however Sarah does not want to tacBepah openly complains and

criticizes. Tess is unable to solve her situatiowd der life ends up in tragedy. In



comparison Sarah finds the way of life that makes lmppy. There are two (or three)
endings of Fowles’ novel but in both Sarah finds ten way of life. To summarize we
understand that both women resemble in their sdeekground but not in their physical
appearance although they are both remarkable wamednthe biggest difference is in

depiction of their personalities.

To sum up the second part of comparison that coesparrelation between male and
female characters we found many similarities. Walymed what men the two characters
met and how they influenced the women'’s lives. Bettmen'’s relationships resemble the
same pattern. First they meet capricious sedugeisaa a consequence of this unhappy
and unwanted relation they are unable to fulfilitftbeams of a happy marriage. They
become women of low morals although they are vistioh men’s sexual desire. The

women but also their true lovers cannot get oveirthast and they are abandoned. Both
men also come from higher social class and sooedjuality is described as a strong
influence on the both relations. Other male characof the novels are mostly negative
characters and both women are treated badly by Teeconclude both characters have the
same unhappy relations to male characters andtbdsaee strong gender inequality.

In the last part of the comparison we comparedespcand its attitudes to the main
protagonists. We mostly deal with the same problgingender inequality but also
prejudices about morals especially double moralgpémr and rich but also for men and
women. Although the women face the same difficaltbésocial injustice, society has very
different attitudes to them. Both women are exctutdy society because of pre-marital
sexual behaviour however both of them are innoeitims. Tess’s behaviour is accepted
by part of the society in contrast Sarah’s is cde®d absolutely unacceptable and the one
that must be punished. Sarah is a real outcasTéss is believed only unlucky. Both
women suffer for their deed internally but alsoistcpunishes them. In this part of the
comparison we also found similarities but also grhtierences. The women resemble in
suffering from social injustice in perception oeithmorals, but Tess is blamed by her
close ones (her father and her husband) and hevbdd Sarah is denounced by larger
society, she becomes a “fallen woman of Lyme”.

At the beginning of the bachelor work we presumeat &lthough both stories describe
women of Victorian England they depict them frordifferent perspective. One woman is

portrayed by a writer of her era, a writer of ti8¥' tentury and the other by a writer of the



20" century. Both authors, however big was Fowlespirsion by Hardy, created
different women although similar in many ways. Wsidwve that differences in description
of the main female characters are in writers’ petioe of Victorian world. For a
representative of realism, Thomas Hardy, life obrpavas unhappy; issues of low social
class seemed unsolvable. Postmodernist Fowles setoridn world from distance of a
hundred years. Fowles also uses different meardeséribing his characters. He uses
ambiguity, pastiche, and irony. He gives Sarah fméed, masculine look and finds her a
happy free life at the end despite of fact thatisteesingle mother of no means of support.
He created a woman who lives in"&entury but thinks as a woman of’2®e created his
contemporary woman and by setting her life to \ieto era he linked the woman of19

century to women of 2Bcentury.

This bachelor work points out some interestinguesd of female characters of Victorian
era. By comparing Tess and Sarah we show them &armaw point of view. Our work
could be used for larger analysis of female charaaif Victorian era that we could not do

due to limited length of bachelor thesis.

At the end we would like to summarize that there mwany similarities in depictions of
characters of Tess and Sarah. They both represeviictarian woman accused of
unacceptable moral behaviour who suffers hard atssequences. Can we say that these
women resemble also a woman of thé' 2&ntury? Don’t we face the same problems of

gender inequality, double morals for men and woarahsocial injustice?



RESUME

Zenské literarne hrdinky vzdy prinasaju path na Zivot Zien v ditej dobe. Ak uz hrdinka
Zije v akejkdvek dobe vzdy su hlavné témy, s ktorymi sa zensttinky spajaju podobné:
laska, manzelstvo, materstvotahy s muzmi, postavenie a rola Zzeny v sprodsti. Tato

bakalarska praca porovnava dve literarne hrdinfcéivo viktorianskej dobe. Jednou je
Tess Durbeyfield z diela Thomasa Hardyho Tesseftiurbervilles a druhou je Sarah

Woodruff hlavna hrdinka romanu Johna Fowlesa Tleaéln Lieutenant's Woman. Hardy
opisuje vo svojom romane svojucagniku, zatid ¢o Fowles opisuje Zenu, ktora Zila sto

rokov pred nim.

Ciel'om tejto prace je poroviimbe Zenské hrdinky a néjako vé&mi sa podobaju & ich
spolané a odliSnérty mézu by désledkom toho, Ze boli opisované autormi zijacimi
dvoch rozlénych storgiach. Zarové chceme zistido akej miery ovplyiuje vsadenie
romanu do prostredia 19. stér@vnimanie textu, ak je jedno opisované autorgacin
v 19. stor@i a druhé autorom Zzijucim v 20. stéfoPri porovnavani pouzivame texty a

citacie z textov a podrobne analyzujeme obe literdliela.

Prvacag’ prace sa venuje autorom. Prva kapitolacsiewztina Zivotopis Thomasa
Hardyho. Tento vyznamny spisovAtE9. stor@ia opisoval vo svojej proze hlavne Zivot
rudi z Anglického vidieka, konkrétne z oblasti Ddard¢apriek tomu Ze sa wyil za
architekta, stal sa spisovében, ¢im naplnil svoj sen. Hardy bol i produktivny poet a
prozaik. Napisal stovky basni a mnoZstvo romanavoblil sa v roku 1840 v rodine
chudobného muréara a detstvo stravil na vidieku.ridgmizkemu vzdelaniu rogthv Hardy
dostal dobré vzdelanie. Po prvych spisoksitgch uspechoch zanechal pracu architekta a
venoval sa len pisaniu. Ako trid&ayri rocny sa oZenil so svojou dihanmmou laskou
Emmou Gifford. ManZelstvo bolo bezdetné s pre Zzmeprazdneného spisovate
ne’ahké. Po rokoch spainého Zivota si Emma a Thomas Hardyovci vydobylijsvo
miesto v spolénosti, ale nevytvorili &astny par. Hardy skeéit s pisanim prozy po
dokorteni romanu Jude the Obscure a venoval sa uz lezi pgdésne pisal s rovhakym
nasadenim ako prozu, a tak nezbadal, Ze jeho nkanEetma je vazne chora. Emma
zomrela opustena vo svojej podkrovnej izbe v ro8L2l Kratko po jej smrti sa Hardy
znovu ozenil. Hardy sa stal eSte za Zivota legeradool oceneny mnohyniestnymi

doktoratmi. Zomrel v roku 1928 ako Uspesny a bohaiy.



Druhd kapitola stritne opisuje Zivot Johna Fowlesa, vyznamného postmistie. Fowles
sa narodil v roku 1926 v rodine obchodnika. Akanétikovi (Fowles mal jednu sestru,
avSak o patn@sokov mladsiu) sa mu dostalolkej pozornosti rodiov a dobrého
vzdelania, ktoré Fowles ukdihna univerzite v Oxforde. Na Oxforde Studoval
francuzstinu a tu zal uvazovd o kariére spisovafa. Po doStudovani pdsobil Fowles ako
ucitel anglictiny. V roku 1957 sa Fowles oZenil s Elizabeth 6tytiHnel’ jeho prvy roman
The Magus sa stal i UspeSnym a umoznil Fowlesovi zanetb&nie a venouasa len
pisaniu. Takmer kazdyalSi jeho roman bol ispechom a mnohé boli sfilmév&owles

sa presahoval po kratkontase Zivota v Londyne na vidiek a okrem pisaniu ruoksa
venoval aj regionalnej historii Dorsetu a meékgeLyme Regis. Elizabeth nenavidela zivot
v malom meste a trpela samotow@® mnohych dni, kkFowles pisal takmer

dvadsd&styri hodin denne. Elizabeth nahle zomrela na riakov roku 1980 a Fowles s

podlomenym zdravim sa po 6smych rokoch znovu oZ2aihrel v roku 2007.

V d’alSej kapitole porovnavame Zivoty oboch spisoi@tex nachadzame mnozstvo
suvislosti. Fowlesov obdiv Thomasa Hardyho bol yerendmy. Fowlesovo a Hardyho
manzelstvo sa v mnohom podobali, obaja tiezladiigasku ku krajine Dorsetu. Vo svojom
romane The French Lieutenant's Woman Fowles ppubieh Hardyho aféry s jeho
sesternicou Tryphenou, ako priklad moralky Viktogdv. Tento pribeh, historikmi nikdy
nedokazany, bol pre Fowlesa viac ako legendou@ygkrejnenim vo svojom romane sa
pri¢inil o jeho Sirenie. V tom istom romane Fowles pghwako Gvod niektorych kapitol,
aryvky Hardyho basni. Nie je len ndhoda, Ze praéaweno Hardyho hrdinky Tess bolo
Sue Woodrow a Fowlesova hrdinka sa vola Sarah WidlodraktieZ je zaujimaveé, Ze
Fowles napisal roman The French Lieutenat's Wontamvistom¢ase ako sa préshoval
do Dorsetu a objavil Hardyho. Aj #e-owles nikdy netvrdil, Ze by mal konkrétnu
inSpiraciu na vytvorenie Sarahgiie sa do znénej miery nechal ovplyvidiHardym a jeho

dielom.

Hlavnacag’ tejto prace porovnava Tess a Sarah, Zeny Zijdegistej dobe a tej istej
krajine, ktoré spéja Yeni podobny osud. Oba romany opisuju Zeny odsudamaaralny
predin, ktory sa spdaja s problémom dvojitej moralky prezov a Zeny a so socialnou
nespravodlivogou. Obe ViktoriAnske Zeny maju rovnaky osudom agaesu iné. Hrdinky
porovnavame v troch podkapitolach jedna porovné&eaaakteristiky oboch hrdiniek,

d'alSia ich vZah k muZskym postavdm a posledna postoj spolsti k obom Zenam.



Prvé podkapitola je rozdelend dialSie tricasti. Porovnavame v nich vidd hrdiniek,
socialne prostredie z ktorého pochadzaju a ichmssth Pri porovnani viladu hrdiniek
sme zistili Ze pokiaTess je vyniména kraska, Sarah ma skor muzgkg. Obe Zeny vSak
svojim vzitadom hné& zaujmu, aj k& z Uplne odliSnych dévodov. Obe Zeny vSak na
konci romanov zmenia svoj vidd radikalne¢o odraza aj radikalnu zmenu v ich Zivote.
Pri porovnavani socialneho prostredia, z ktoréluinky pochadzaju, sme nasli zhodu.
Obe pochadzaju z chudobnej vrstvy. Rovnako obe majigpesnych otcov, ktori nie su
schopni postarasa o rodinu a ktori sa pySia aristokratickym pa@radktory vobec
neodraZa biedu v ktorej Ziji. Obe hrdinky tieZ dostvzdelanie, ktoré v3ak len plaiich
vnimanie socialnej nerovnosti a nespravodlivosisl@®dn&ag’ tejto podkapitoly
porovnava a analyzuje osobnosti oboch hrdinieksrhe nasli ako podobnosti, tak ajké
odliSnosti. Obe Zeny su charakterizované akonvénteligentné, silné osobnosti. Obe
maju zmysel pre zodpovednpsu empatické b problémom inych, a su fatalistky vo
vnimani vlastného osudu a buducnosti. AvSak napyimiko podobnostiam Sarah na
rozdiel od Tess je rebelka, je excentricka, ma sddlodu a nezavislés je vykreslena s
vel’kou mierou ambivalenci€p ju robi zahadnou. Sarah kritizuje nespravodiiwax’i
sebe a bojuje proti nej, aj&den v tichej forme. Hlavnym rozdielom medzi tymideoma
Zenami je ich boj s osudom, ktory jedna prehradeuda vyhrava.

Druh& podkapitola hlavnépsti analyzuje wahy hlavnych hrdiniek k muzom. Tieto
vzt'ahy pozng&ia osudy oboch Zien. Obe Zeny stretnd vo svojomatéitroch vyznamnych
muzov. Najprv su to ich neldspesny otcovia, polstivy zvodcovia a napokon obe stretnu
tych pravych muzov svojho srdca. Obe Zeny sa staaiami sexualnej nenasytnosti
muzov. Tess, aj kknevedome, sa necha zviemfukanym a sebeckym mladym
aristokratom Alecom d’Urbervilleom, s ktorym @ dig’a. Sarah sice nema pomer s
namornikom Varguenessom, ale slepo sa do ndhibiza vyda sa za nim do pristavu, kde
ho uvidi s inou Zenou. Tento jej nevinny vylet jod¥achTudi zmeni na pobehlicu.
Paralely su aj v opisoch muzov, ktorych obe Z&ihja a tizia sa stach Zivotnymi
partnerkami. Tess salZéi do Angela Clare, syna farara, mladého a naiwmételektuéla,
ktory nedokaze Tess odpusjiej predmanzelsku sexualnu skusehakokdvek nechcend.
Sarah sa tiez ¥abi do muza, ktory jej nie je rovny v pévode. Mlaatystokrat Charles
Smithon je tieZ naivny a napriek tomu Ze je scemtgyje neskiuseny a plny predsudkov.
Obe Zeny vedia, Ze nie su vhodné partnerky prenitdvanych a to nielen pre ich pévod,

ale aj pre ich povégobehlice. Obe Zeny tiez otehotneju a porodia m&elake diéa a



rovnako obe sa rozhodnu vychovéve samé. Tatdas’ prace objavila mnohé zhody v
osude oboch hrdiniek a ichtghu k muzom.

DalSiacag’ taktieZz odhalila mnohé podobnosti. Tu sme porogthfostoj spolénosti k
obom Zenam. Obe su obvinené z nepripustného mb@pretinu a to s predmanzelského
sexualneho pomeru. Sarah sa dostane na okragspsltg aj ke’ ni¢ nespachala a Tess, aj
ked’ nie je vyvhnancom, nesie znamku hrieSnice. Obe&ak viac obtami ako

pachatékami. Spolénog’ ich spravanie odsudzuje, ajke pripade Tess je jej osud
hodnoteny skér ako nédstie, zatiico Sarah, je oh®u ohovarania a nespravodlivého
zaobchadzania malomestiackej salusti. Aj ke’ Tess je ob#ou svojich vliastnych
vycitiek svedomia, viac ako obeu socialnej nespravodlivosti, ako je to u Sardie, topia

a prekonavaju problém Zien, ktoré sgolog’, odsudi da’azkej situacie nemravnych

hrieSnic, ktorymi v skuténosti nie su.

V z&vere prace sme zhrnuli vysledky ak@naezaujimavé, ktoré by sa mohli potihia
d’alSiu a podrobnejSiu analyzu oboch spominanychatidlo naf'alSiu analyzu Zenskych
literarnych hrdiniek zijucich vo Viktorianskej dobRraca prinaSa novy pkdd na obe
hrdinky vo svetle ich porovnania. Fowles aj Hargysali obaja svoje gasnéky, aj kel
Fowles zasadil svoj roman do 19. stao Nepodobaju sa tieto Zeny aj na Zenu 21.
storatia? Nezapasime aj my s problémami dvojitej morakgialnej nespravodlivosti a

rodovej nerovnosti?
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